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ABSTRACT 

This report suaaarizes the language background 
information and certain demographic characteristics of language 
•inoriti^s in the United States. The data were derived froi the 
Survey of Languages, a pilot study of the Qon-English-language 
background population aged four and older sponsored by the National 
Center for Education Statistics as part of the July 1975 current 
Population Survey of the Bureau of the Census. Thirteen percent of 
the population of the U.S. aged 4 and older in July 1975 lived in 
households in vhich languages other than English are spoken. There 
are over 25 Billion persons in these households. Spanish speakers 
constitute nore than twc-fifths of all speakers of other languages. 
Excluding speakers of Spanish, speakers of other languages are 
estimated to be 10 Billion: 1.8 ■illicn speak Italian, 1.5 aillion 
speak French, and another 1.4 aillion speak Geraan. Speakers of 
Chinese, Greek, Japanese, Fixipinc languages, Portuguese, and Korean 
nuBber between 100,000 and half a aillion each. There are 1.6 Billion 
persons in the U.S. aged ,U and older who do not sppak English, three 
guarters of vhOB are adults. Fener than half of the individuals who 
usually speak Spanish and French are foreign born, in contrast with 
speakers of other languages. (CLK) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• 13 percent of the population of the United States .ged four and older 
in July 1975 live in households in which languages other than English 
are spoken. There are over 25.000,000 persons in these households 
(Table 6). 

• Spanish is the usual household language of more people Lhan any other 
language other than English; the next largest group lives, in househoids 
speaking Italian, but the Spanish group is more than nine times as 
large as the Italian (Table 7). 

• Persons in households with languages other than English reported their 
individual languages. One person in ten in the United States aged 
four and older in July 1975 lives in one of these households and speaks 
a language other than English himself. (Table 15). 

• Tliere are 8.2 million Spanish speakers in households with languages 
other than English; they constitute more than two-fifths of all speakers 
of other languages in such households; excluding speakers of Spanish, 
speakers of other languages aro estimated to be 10 million; 1.8 speak - 
Italian; one and a half million speak French and another 1.4 million, 
German; speakers of Chinese, Greek, Japanese, Fil ipino languages , 
Portuguese and Korean number between 100 thousand-'lnd half a million 
each (Table 15). 

• The Spanish-speaking group is not only the largest but also 
proportionately younger than speakers of other non-English languages; 
35 percent of Spanish speakers are aged four to eighteen as compared 
with 12 percent of speakers of other languages; more than four-fifths 
of persons in the other language groups are over twenty-five years of 
age but only slightly more than half of .he Spanish speakers are this 

^ old. (Table 15) 
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There are 1.6 million persons in the United States aged four and older 
who do not speak English; three quarters of these persons are adults, 
aged twenty-six and older; more than a million of them speak Spanish 
as their usual language. (Table 16) 

Fewer than half of persons who usually speak Spanish and French aged 
four and older in the United States are foreign born; this contrasts 
with other non-English-dominant persons, especially speakers of 
Filipino languages, Korean, Portuguese, Greek and Italian, a large 
proportion of whoir. are foreign born. (Tables 11 and 1-^ and Chart 7) 
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POREWDRD 



Ihis report sunmarizes the language background infontation and 
certain demographic characteristics of language minorities in the United 
States. The data were derived from the Surv-y of Languages, a pilot 
study of the non-English- language background population aged four and 
older sponsored by the National Center for Education Statistics as a 
part of the July 1975 Current Population Survey of bie Bureau of the 
Census ^"aterial in the report was originally presented in a paper read 
at xhe . ifth Annual International Bilingual/Bicultural D-^cation Conference 
San Antonio, Texas, May 4, 1976. 

Data fran the Survey of Languages provided the preliminary esturiates of 
numbers of persons with potential need for bilingual eduction and other special 
educational programs contained in Ihe Condition of Bilingual Education in ^ 
Nation, First Report by the U.S. Ccmnissioner of E ducation to the Pre^sidPn. ... , 
c ongress, Noventer 1 976^ and in Ihe _Statusj.f BiUnc^l--v6£^ti^al"" Training 
FiscalAear 1976^por t o£^-Cdii^si^ of Education and the Secretar^^ of 
_^o^±0:^g^resident^ the Congress (l^center .1976). in addition, experience 
gained in the developnenc of the language questions and in the analysis of data 
was applied by NCES to the development of language background and English 
language proficiency questions for the Survey of Inca^ and Education (SIE) 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census in Spring 1976. A report on the numbers 
of persons fron language backgrounds other than English who have "difficulty 
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speaking and undcrbtanding instruction in the English language", is required 
by Sec. 731(c) (1) (A) of the Bilingual Education Act, Title VII, ESES, as 
amended by P,L. 93-380. That report will be based on the data fron the SIE. 



Davia B. Orr, Acting Director 
Division of Eleinentary and Secondary 
Education Statistics 



Leslie J. Silverman, Chief 
Elemt^ntary and Secondary Education 
Analysis Branch 
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INTRODUCTION 

As a part of the Educational AmendmL^nts of 1974, P.L- 93-380, Congress 
amended the Bilingual Education Act - Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965. Looking tc^ard the time when consideration could be given 
to providing prograins for all the children and adults who need or would benefit 
from bilingual education programs. Congress wrote into Section 731(c) of the amended 
Act a provision to do a "national assessment of the educational needs of children 
and other persons with ImLted-English-speaking ability." It ordered the National 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) to conduct a survey of the number of such 
children and other persor.o and to report the results by July 1, 1977. The 
legislative mandate and tiie definitions applying to it are contained in Appendix I 
on page lil. 

This report is based upon data collected in a preliminary surv'^ey which 
was conducted by the Bureau of the Census for NCES in July, 1975. This survey, 
the Survey of Languages, was a supplement to the July 1975 Current Population 
Survey. T^e ques-cions asked may be found in Appendix II on page 12. 

Responses to the Survey of Languages provided prelijninary national estimates 
on the extent of the group within which will be found the population which meets 
the requironents of the definition in the Bilingual Education Act, i.e., "persons 
with linnited-English-speaking ability". This group consists of persons with one 
or more of the following characteristics: (1) they were bom in a foreign 
country, (2) they usually speak a language other than English, or (3) they ccxve 
fron environments in v^iich a langu<age other thcin English is dominant. 

Fran the July 1975 Survey of Languages data, the size of this group is 
estijTBted to be fron 15.2 million to 28.7 million persons aged four and older 
as shewn in Table 1 on page 2. In the group are from 3.6 to 8.1 million school- 
age children. The difference in these estimates depends i:pon the broadness of the 
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Table ..-Alternative estimtes of th^ numbers of persons a-ed four and 
older xn the United States in July 1975 who meet the lancu^ge 
background and place of birth specifications for potential reed 
for bilingual education 



Estimate #1 



Persons in households where languages 

other than English are spoken 25, 31;^, 000 

Foreign-born persons in households in 

which English is the only language spoken 3,311,003 



Total 



Estimate 7^2 



1 



28,655,000 



Persons in households where a language 

other than English is the usual language " 746,000 

Other persons whose usual language is not 
English 

roreign-born persons not included in the above 6,424,000 

Other persons meeting one or more of the above 
specifications 113,000 

' 15,197,000 



interpretation of the non-English-donainant environment. In tne first 
estimate, all persons in households in which lanqmgGS other than imglish 
are spoken are included, in the second estimate, only persons in households in 
which a non-English language is usually spoken and persons in households with 
a non-English second language viho, themselves, usually speak a non-English 
language are included. In accordc*--' : the legislative definition ~ that 

the language of the perents shall be considered to be the language of the child ~ 
the latter group includes children aged 4-] 3 in households in which tiie head of 
the he -ehold usually speaks a language other than English, although the children 
were r-.iX)rted to speak English, xhe head of the household, in these cases, was 
considered a surrogate for the parents. The findings from the Survey of Languages 
based i^x^n these concepts and the differences between tl. sg findings and pre^r -^us 
estiinates of the size of ttie potential target population in need of bilinqual 
education and other special educational programs are the subject of this report. 

It is inportant to note here that the Survey of Languages data do not 
provide any estiinates of the r;jmbers of limited-English-speakers within the 
non-English- language and foreigh-bom groip. That task will be accorplished in 
the Survey of Incone and Education (SIE) , the principal response to the legis- 
lative requironent for a count. The SIE contains the questions about the other 
language backgrounds of the U.S. population wVdch were piloted in the Survey 
of Languages. It also contains a set of questions designed to measure the 
English language proficiency of the group who are foreign-bom or \A\o have 

non-fiiglish language backgrounds. This report, fran the Su^ey of Languages, 

1 

IS limited to the preliminary estimates of the larger grovop Of potential clients 
for special programs, without regard to their English proficiency, and to ^at 
the Survey of Languages reveals about sane of their characteristics. 
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Another Imitation of the Survey of Langxaages-and also of the SIE-is that 
estiirates are provided only for persons in the fifty state, and the District of 
Colunfcia. Puerto Rico a.d other U.S. territories, such as An^rican Sainoa, Guam, 
the Tnast Territory of the Pacific Islands and the Virgin Islands were not 
surveyed, although they also contain r^rsons with nee6 for bilingual education 
and other special programs. 1/ 

inforrrution on the sua ey methodolc^, including estiarates of sanpling 
variability, is contained iji Afpendix in begiiming on page US . 
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EniNIC ORIGIN OR DESCENT 



One of t±ie surrogate measxircs of the need for bilingual education and 
other special prograins which has been available in the past is a count of 
persons by ethnic origin or descent or by surname'. The use of this measure 
assxjmes that many persons so identified have special needs related to their 
linguistic and cultural differences fron the majority population without, in 
fact, providing any direct infonration on either of these groups of 
characteristics. In the Survey of Languages it is possible to study data 
relating to the ethnic origin or descent of persons ^iged fourteen and older 
in ccnparison with data relating the mother tongue and current language for 
the same individuals. Chart 1 on page 6 indicates that members of various 
ethnic groups vary widely in the extent to which their ethnic languages were 
spoken in their homes when they were children. They vary widely, as shown in 
the chart, in the extent to which the ethnic languages are the usual languages 
in, their hc^oseholds currently or are their own usual languages. In no case is 
ethnicity a reliable predictor of current language usage or even of mother 
tongue for the various .ethnic groips. The possible exertion is for persons 
identified as of Korean ethnic heritage, a high proportion of \*ian are foreign 
bom. In the Survey of Languages, the largest ethnic heritage group correspond- 
ing to one of the languages studied is the Gemmi group- However, only ar 
estimated 21 percent of German ethnics fourteen^ years of age and older were 
reported to have had German as their mother tongue. In contrast, 95 percent of 
persons identified as Koreans had Korean as their mother tongue. 



Ethnicity anH usual household language and ethnicity and usual individual 
language also relate differently depending upon the particular ethnic group 
examined. More than half the persons of Korean heritage live in households in 



vMch Korean is the usual household language, but fewer than one percent of 
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Chart 1.- LANGUAGE CHAiUCTERISTICS OF PERSONS FOURTI-:™ YE/^vS OF AGE AND OLDER WITH SKLECTED ETHNIC 
HERITAGES: UNITED STATES, JULY 1975 



[H Proportion of ethnic heritage group claiming group mother tongue 

□ 



Proportion of ethnic heritage group in households in which the group language 
is the usual language \ . 



jrrj Proportion of ethnic heritage group speaking group language as 



usual language 
797o 



817o 



84% 



82% 



717. 



957o 



477, 



\ 



n 77, 



217, 



17, 17o 



287, 



247, 



I • 



French German Greek 
n=2,808 n=13,690 n=427 



577 



I 77. 77, 



6 77, 

I 1 
i i 



2l7o 



187o 



'497 



447. 



551 



287„ 307o, 
- 1 



557, 
I 



h 



Italian Portuguese Snanisli Chinese Filipino Japanese Korean 
n=6 ,010 n=402 n=7 , 050 n=548 ni=342 n=55ri n=155 



Selected ethnic heritage groups (numbers in thousands) 



lb 
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German ethnics live in households with Genran as the usual language. In no 
case does the proportion of persons who usually speak their ethnic languages 
reach as much as one half among persons claiming the equivalent ethnic 
heritage in the groups studied. However, speakers of Korean, Spanish and 
the Chinese languages constitute more than tv.^fifths of their respective 
ethnic groups, whereas 'speakers of Genran are fewer than one percent of the 
German ethnic origin group. 

Estimates of numbers of persons with certain ethnic origins and nunbers 
of persons with language characteristics corresponding to the ethnic origins 
are irnperfectly related in another way. Not all of the possible ethnic 
origins for persons with some of the language backgrounds studied were 
provided in the response opUons.l/ In addition, except for persons who are 
part-Hispanic who were recorded as of Spanish ethnic origin, persons with more 
than one ethnic origin were recorded under "other". Thus the estijTates of 
irother tongue claimants, persons in households in which non-English languages 
are usually spoken and persons who usually speak non-English languages all 
include persons not identified with the corresponding ethnic heritage group in 
the data. For mother tongue, this figure was nearly 3.4 million persons-18 
percent of the total claijnants of the ten mother tongues studied. 

Data on the correspondence between groups identified by nother tongue, 
usual household langv^age and usual individual language and the selected ethni.c 
heritage groups are displayed in Table 2 on page 8. 
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^:::n,T/ll?,T"''-'- ^^-"^^-^ ""^^'^^ identified by mother TONGUE. USI'AI im,.,.„OT.D LANCUACF AND USUAL INDIVIDUAL 
I-ANCUArE AND Sr.I.tCTlU KTIINIC HKRITACE CROUPS. PERSONS AGED FOltRTEl.N , UNITED S^^^ES jSlI iJJs 



Ethnic herlc«re «nd 

language group 



Total 0.000*8) 

Selected European heritage 

French 

German 

Greek 

Italian 

Portuguese 

Selected Spanish heritage 

Selected Asian herltagi 

Chinese 
Flll;)inOF 
Jcpanese 
Korean 



Ethnic 
heritage 



31.990 



2,808 
13.690 
427 
6.010 

7,050 



$48 
342 
558 
155 



Mother tongue 



Total 



Same as 

ethnic 

heritage 



18.680 



2.240 
4..?28 

432 
3,364 

369 

6,144 



486 
311 
453 
153 



15.298 



1.311 
2.912 

338 
*3.V»7 

268 

5,713 



463 
280 
39% 
148 



Different 
from 
ethnic 
heritage 



3. J82 



929 
1.316 
94 
417 
iOl 

4)1 



55 



Usual household language 



Votal 



5.168 



268 
129 
129 
444 
113 

3,500 



302 
97 
95 
91 



Same 
as 

ethnic 
heri tage 



4.928 



190 
111 
121. 
'432 

84 

3.420. 



3Cl 
97 
86 
86 



Different 
from eth- 
nic heri- 
tage 



240 



78 



80 



Usual individual language 



Total 



*Le8« than an estimated 50,000 persons 



4.726 



268 
118 
106 
430 
98 

3.185 



241 
10^ 
100 
75 



Same as 

ethnic 

heritage 



4.537 



204 
103 
102 
422 
73 

3.121 



241 
101 
97 
73 



Different 
from eth- 
nic heri- 



189 



64 



64 



8 
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M0TH3i TONGUE 



Another stirrogate measure of the potential need for bilingual 
education which has been used in the paat is the nujnoer of persons 
reporting that a language other than English was spoken in their hones 
vhen they rere children— thit is, persons reporting a non-Engl_sh raother 
tongue. The most recent data on numbers of claimants of non-En^^lish 
mother tongues prior to the Survey of Languages was that from the 1970 
Decennial Census. The 1970 Census data, based on a 15 percent sa-.ple 
of the total population, plus a five-State survey, vere used for an 
unofficial projection of the numbers of school-age children who would 
probably require special programs as a result of the U.S. Supreme Court 
Lau V. Nichols decision. According to this projection there were from 
1.8 to 2.5 milUon limited-English-speaking chilaren in need of assistance. 

In the July 1975 Survey of Languaces, the raother tongue question 
was asked for parsons fourteen years of age and older in the sample. 
According to the Survey of Languages data, there were an estimated 23 
ihilUon persons fourteen and older with non-English mother totiEues in 
the United States. By subtracting the estimated" number of persons in the 
fourteen year old age group, data from the Survey of Languages can be 
compared with data for vrhich estimates of the population aged fifteen 
and older are available frora the 1970 Decennial Census. Thus, in July 
1975 there were approximately 27.6 million non-English mother tongue 
claimants aged fifteen and older, in comparison with 28.6 milUon per- 
sons fifteen and older who claimed mother tongues other than English 



in the 1970 Census. These data are shown in Table 3 below. V 



Table 3.~Estin.ated numbers of claimants of non--,nsh r.other ton. 

aged fifteen and older, 1970 and 1975 



::ues 



Data from the 1970 
Decennial Census ■>• 



Total persons (1,000's) 

Selected European languages 

French 

Gercian 

Greek 

Italian 

Portuguese 

Spanish 

Selected Asien languages 

Chinese 
Filipino 
Japanese 
Korean 

Other languages 



28,565 



2,200 
5,776 

387 
3,809 

290 
5,C57 



293 

172 
320 
46 

10,216 



Data from the July 1975 
Survev _of Languages 

27,66k 



2,214 
4,218 

429 
3,846 

361 
5,974 



478 
307 
447 
151 

9,239 



NOTt,— Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 

Chart 2 on page 11 shows the estimates of the claimants of the 
various mother tongue; studied in the Survey of Languages as proper- 
tions of the total non-E nglish mother tongue claimants in 1970 and 197^. 

fifteen at^'olde^'p^p^ulat^o^ Inl^riull^Z T ^'^^^^ 
to the mother tongue question in ^he iilv ^Q?^'^^''"'''^" f responses 
elude the estimated 30^wS Jo^^tee^ S lilt ^f^^^f Languages in- 
total ™on for wh^Lh rJ^ X^i^l^ ~ - 
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Chart 2.— GLAIMANTtj OP NON-SIfGLlLH MOTHER T0NGU3L. AGED ViFTiZM AND OLDER, 1970 UD 197$ 
1970 Cenaus 1975 burvey of Ian- 

Percent of total ^-ncrr* cf totrl 




n = 28,565,000 n :: 27,661^,000 



NOTE. — Percent detail may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
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It viiU be noted that Spanish and Gentian, as mother tongues of the popu- 
lation aged fifteen and older, have chanced places, l/hereas German was 
claimed by a fifth of the peroons ^rith non-English mother tongues in 
1970, by 1975 the proportion of German mother tongue claimants was only 
1? percent. In the same period, Spanish mother tongue claimants rose 
from 18 to 22 percent of the total non-English mother tongue claimants. 

CerUin insights into the relationship of the mother tongue to 
current spoken language for persons fourteen ?.nd older in the U.S. popu- 
lation can be obtained from a single data base for the first time in the 
^ . ey of Languages data. ■ The questions on' individual usage were not 
a^-ed for persons living in households in which Knglish vas reported 
to be the only household language. An estimated I46 percent or appro- 
rajnatelyl2.8 - .illion 0: non-English mother tongue claimants live in 
these households. However, data on the usual language spoken by the 
other ?h percent, or more than 15 million. non-English mother tongue 
claimants in households in which languages other than English were 
reported to be spoken, were obtained. An estimated 20 percent of the 
non-EngUsh moth-r tongue claimants live in such households and 
continue to speak non-English lancuaces their usual lan.juages J/ 

Chart .3 on pagel3 shows the proportions of the various mother 
tongue groups in all English language households, in non-English-language 
household.- speaking EngHsh as their usual language and in non-Snglish- 
language households speaking their mother tongues as their usual lan- 
guages. The language groups vary widely in the proportions in these 
categories. For the Spanish language group-the largest group of non- 

the non Fnff^^h^^/°^%5*" specific lanruaces studied, 

fit JhTLni household and individual languages are their mother ton/^ues: data 

for the lancuiges included in "other" cannot be matched by specific lanGuari. 
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Chart 3.-Current lan^ua^e environment of .cl ct-d Mcn.-n li.h .cth'r to.jus cl.irn.,.tc. cd fo.rt-^-p 
and older: United St.t?o, July 19'{^ " -luti^.. 
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□ Proportion in households in which only English is spoken 



^ llnguIge^L^Sngnsf ^" "^^'^ ' " "'"^ individual 

^ rrn?^r*i°r/?v,^°''^!!!°"! ^" "'^^^'^^ '"^^'^''^ ^°"2ue is spoken whose usual individual 
xangaage is ttie raotner tongue 



h9% 



./// ' 

38i 



1 



71 



,4- 

'26,^ 



2\x 



61% 



I 

■//' 

^1 



////' 



31;: 



3?; 



10^ 



lU 



V 



39^ 



51'5 



ilB.' 



■1 ,■ 
i6t;l i3i;? 



33; 



37;! 



21:1 



French German Greek Italian Porturaese 
n-2,2liO n-li,228 n=li32 



D7, 



7. 
I/, 

/-/• 



•5 o/:i ~" Chinese Filipino Japanese Korean 

n-3,661i n-369 Spani-h n^Wo n=311 n-li53 n.d53 

n«»6 Jill 



Non-EngUsh mothnr tongue claimants (nunbet-s in thousands) 
9|pTE.— Percent detail may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
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English mother tongue claimants ir 1975— the largest percentage of non- 
English mother tongue claimants of any group live in households in which 
Spanish is pros^intly spoken. THinety percent of Spanish r*o .her tcnjjue 
claijnants live in Spanish-speaking hoasehclds. In contrast, for the 
second largest group 'of non-English mother tongue claimants— the German 
group—only 29 percent live in households in which German is still 
spoken. 

The Spanish group is also tlie group \n,th the largest proportion 
of persons who usually speak their mothir tongue as their usual language* 
Fifty-one percent of persons claiming Spanish as their mother tongue 
speak it as their usual langu-ge. Other groups with large proportions 
of mother tongue claimants ci:,ill usually speaking those languages are 
the Chinese and Korean groups • Nearly half of those groups live in 
households where Chinese or Korean are spoken and usually speak those 
languar.es. Only three percent of German mother tongue claimants, on 
the other hand, usually speak German, according to the Survey of Lan- 
guages estimates* 

Data on the current language environment of the Survey of 
Languages mothDr tongue claimants are displayed in Table h on page l5 ♦ 
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Table U.-E8tiniat.d nuinbeis of claimants of non-English mother ton.,a.5 aged fourt-^en and old«r Z 
curremi language environm'^nt and moth«;r tonpim. 





Total 


In house- 




In non-Englich 


lan£u.i,-,(s households 


Household 


' Kon-English 
mother tongue 


mother 
tongue 
claijTunts 


holds '/htTe 
only Enclish 
is spoken 


Total 


With -nclica 
USUS.1 indi- 
vidual lan- 
lant;u.tf-e 


'With ncn- 
^:*ngll^^n usu- 
al indivi-^ 
dual lan- 
guage 


Indivi- 
dual lan- 

gua.'^o not 

ascer- 

taj.ned 


language© 
not as- 
certained 


Total persona 

(l,0OO«s) 27,966 

Selected European languages 


12,7?;] 








1 

7 27 


75 



French 

German 

Greek 

Italian 

Portuguese 

Spanish 



2,2liO 
U,228 

hn 

3,861; 

369 
6,lUi 



"Selected Asian languages 



Chinese 
Filipino 
Japanese 
Korean 



1(86 
311 

153 



:,oi5 

102 
1,971 
1^6 

600 



8? 
50 
iho 



1,121 
1,205 

329 
1,873 

2h2 
5,5U 



399 
261 

308 
129 



855 
1,078 

217 
l,u^6 

Ihh 
2,386 



159 

US 
21i; 

56 



Other languagesa/ 9,2H6 ^^J^U 3,706 



258 
106 
108 
a30 
97 
3,130 



238 

95 
73 



♦ 

* 



2,901 



758 



*Les3. than an estimatod 50,000 persons, 

a/ Includes persc„3 ri-.o v.^vrt d a :oth-r ton-uo o< 
lan^aif^e. 



* 
* 



th-n :;nf;lic: but lot the 'specific 
NOTE.-Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 
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LANGUAGE ENVIPDNMLOT 
The Bilingual Education Act defines the groups within v*iich will be 
found persons who have difficulty speaking and understand inq instruction 
in English as those bom abroad, those fron non-English donanant environments 
and those who usually speak languages other than English. Taking first the 
concept of the non-English doninant environment, the household was determined 
to be the relevant environment and Survey of Languages contained two questions 
about languages spoken there. For each household the questions were asked, "What 
language is usually spoken by the people vho live in this household?" and "Is 
any other language spoken?" Estimates derived frcm the responses are shown in 
Table 5 on page 17. The July 1975 Survey of Languages indicated that there are 
an estimated 25.3 million persons aged four and older in the United States living 
in households in vhich languages other than English are spoken. This figure, 
plus the foreign-bo:Ti in households where only English was reported to be spoken, 
provides the figure of 28.6 million persons who can be considered to n^et a 
broad interpretation of the l^islative definition, as shown in Table 6 on page 
18. Since the individual language questions were only asked for persons in 
households in which non-English languages were spoken, this is the largest 
estimate provided by tiie Survey of Languages data for the group meeting the 
language and place of birth specifications in the legislation. 

The estiroted number of persons in households in which a non-English 
language is usually spoken is 7.7 million. Table 7 on page 19 provides a break- 
out of this group by usual household language. Seven point seven million persons » 
in households in vhich non-English languages are usually spoken, plus persons \Aio 
usually speak a non-English language in households in which English is usually 
spoken and additional foreign-bom persons not included in the other groups, 

/ 
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Table ^.-Estimated numbers cf persons aged four and older in house- 
holds in vhich only EngHsh, 3nf:lish and another lan^ur-^o 

Estimated total persons aged 4+ 196 ^ 796 ^ 000 

EstiiTQted number of persons in monolingual 

English-speaking households - 166,817,000 

Estimated nurriber of persons in households in 
vMch languages other than English are 
spoken 



25,344,000 



Estimated number of persons in households in 
vvtiich English is not spoken 1,2^6,000 

Estimated number of persons in households in 
which both English and a non-English language 

^^^^ 24,064,000 

Estimated number of persons in households 
in v^ich a non-English language is 

usually spoken 6,491,000 

Estimated number of persons in households 

in which English is usually spoken 17.573,000 

NOTE. —In a lijidted nimber of cases, persons were reported iA / 
households in which non-English languages are spoken 
but It was not ascertained whether English is also spoken. 
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Table 6. — Estimated number of persons aged 4 and older in households vs*iere languages other than English are 
spoken and foreign-bom persons not.- included in this group, by language background and age group: 

United States, July 1975 



by selected age group (numbers in thousands) 



Household language background 

Total 


4-5 


Total 
6-18 


■" 6-13 


14-la 


19-25 


26-50 


51 and over 


Total persons 


28,655 


978 


7,172 


4,376 


2,769 


3,304 


9,089 


8;il3 


Selected European languages 






* 










French 


2,259 


* 


623 


345 


278 


303 


678 


614 


German 


2,269 


60 


527 


318 


210 


205 


703 


771 


Greek 


488 


* 


124 


80 


* 


52 


173 


123 


Italian 


2,836 


68 


con 


341 


260 


285 


'I r T~ 

765 


1,120 


Portuguese 


349 


* 


87 


* 


* 


* 


128 


105 


Spanish 


9,904 


524 


J, z /y 


Z,llB 


l,ibl 


1 C "7 

1,357 


i, 427 


I,3i6 


Selected Asian languages 


















Chinese 


534 


* 


120 


G5 


56 


76 


208 


108 


Filipino 


377 


* 


133 


96 


* 


* 


141 


61 


Japanese 


524 


* 


129 


85 


* 


63 


196 


115 


Korean 


246 


* 


73 


57 


* 


* 


113 


* 


Other languages 


5,559 


135 


1,044 


604 


436 


566 


1,562 


2,251 


Foreign-bom persons and 


















others whose language 


















background was not 


















determined 


3,311 


50 


433 


220 


213 


332 


996 


1,502 
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Table ?.— Estijnated numbeisrof persons aged foiir or older^by usual household language and ago group: 

United States, July 1975 



Usual household language 



Total 



Total persons 196,796 

English 185,226 

Total non-English languages 7,746 

Selected Eurcpean languages 

French 285 

German 157 

Greek 161 

Italian 522 

Portuguese 143 

Spanish 4,219 

Selected Asian Languages 

Chinese 351 

Filipino 122 

Japanese 109 

Korean . 123 

Other non-English languages 952 

Household language not asoertaiiied 3,823 



by selected age group (numbers in thous ands ) 

Itotal " 

14-18 19-25 



4-5 



6-18 



6-13 



26-50 51 cind over 



7,065 50,753 29,879 20,874 25,332 63,332 50,308 
6,695 47,938 28,432 19,506 24,027 59,466 ' 47,101 



358 


2,131 


I, 385 


745 




^ , J / o 


1 7Q7 




* 




* 


-k 


69 


145 




* 




* 


if 


55 


57 




* 




* 


if 


65 


* 


* 


98 


63 


* 


if 


145 


228 










k 


59 


* 


262 


1,613 ^ 


1,056 


557 


601 


1,606 


737 


* 


65 




* 


54 


128 


89 




* 


it 


* 


* 


* 


* 




* 


-k 


* 


* 


* 


* 




* 


-k 


* 


* 


54 


* 




138 


92 


* 


109 


301 


379 



685 



62 



623 



423, 1,295 



*Less than an estimated 50,000 persons 
NOTE,— Detail may not add to total shown because cf rounding, 
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cotprise the figure of 15.2 million persons who can be considered to reet a 
narrower interpretation of the legislative definition. Table 8 on page 21 contains 
the data for the narrcA\-er definition group. 

The estimated 25.3 million persons in households in which languages 
other than English are spoken constituted 13 percent of the population aged 
four and older in the United states in July 1975. Among these persons are 
an estiitiated 1.3 million living in households in which English is not one of the 
languages reported to be spoken. However^ nore than 24 million persons live in 
bilingual households with English as one of the languages. An estlnated 6.5 
live in households in which the non-English language is usually spoken and 
English is the other language. Seventeen point si>c million persons live in 
households in which English is usually spoken and the non-English language is - 

^l.^:M?S7ln pl'r22?^ by non.EngU.h hoa.ehold language bacR- 

Of the language groups studied in the Survey of Languages, persons in 
Spanish-speaking households constitute nearly two out of five of the j^rsons 
living in households speaking languages other than English, ihere are nearly 
ten million persons aged four and older in Spanish-speaking households. Over 
a third of them— 3.8 million—are children aged 4-18 and nore than half are 
youngex than twenty-six. This contrasts ^vith the non-Spaidsh non-English house- 
holds in which fewer than a quarter are school-age children and two thirds are 
persons twenty-six years of age and older. After the Spanish language group, 
the Italian group is the next largest group by household language. Nearly 
three million persons live in households in which Italian is spoken. Persons 
aged four and older in ho'aseholds in which Geman and French^ are spoken also 
exceed two millioh each. Persons in households speaking Chinese languages and 
those speaking Japanese constitute groups of nore than a half million each. 
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Table ^ Estimated number2»of persons aged four and older whose usual household language or whose 
usual individual language is not English, and foreign-born persons not included in these 
groups, b> language background and age group: United States, July 1975. 



'^Less than an estimated 50,000 persons • 

NOTE.— Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding, 




3b 



21 









by selected age 


group (numbers in 


thousands) 










To t a 1 












• 




'4-5 


6-18 


6-13 


14-18 


19-25 


26-50 5! 




Language background 


Total 
















Total persons 


15, 197 


481 


3, 115 


2,003 


1,114 


1,540 


5,145 


4,912 


Selected European 


















languages 


















Fr^ench 


624 




94 






70 


192 


:63 


German 


760 




85 


57 


Vr 


53 


269 


342 


Greek 


248 










* 


93 




Italian 


993 




126 


86 




56 


257 


541 


Portuguese 


188 




**' 






* 


78 


50 


Spanish 


5,851 


301 


1,834 


1,249 


586 


706 


2,092 


916 


Selected Asian 


















languages 


















Chinese 


411 




70 






62 


161 


101 


Filipino 


292 




87 


56 




* 


120 


61 


Japanese 


216 






■>'; 




* 


103 


64 


Korean 


179 






* 




* 


78 


* 


Other languages 


^ , 0/0 




222 


139 


82 


180 


702 


931 


Foreign-born persons and 


















others whose language 










✓ 








background was not 


















determined 


3,359 


^ 50 


437 


2'20 


216 


338 


1,002 


1,533 
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Table 9#— llstimated num Gr;cr persons at;ed h and older in households 
in which languages other than Enr,lish are spoken, by u^jual 
househ-ld lanrua:o, bilinguality and non-'n,;li-h hci- .- .old 
lan-jcje background : United i3tates, July 1975 



Non-English 
ho'jsohold 
languace 
backsround 



Total persons 
in households 
in which Ian- 
gua-^es other 
than English 
are spoken 



Persons in bilingual households 



In households 
in which English 
is the usual 
language 



•i^ersons in 



Toxal (l,000»s) 2$,3Uh 
Sale ] European langua^ 3 



17,573 



In households in households in 
'^hich the non- which English 

Enjl sh lanjuaf^e is not Jpc!::-i 
ij the usual , 
language ^ 



6,U91 



1,256 



Fre .1 


2,259 


1,97U 


Gersian 


2,269 


2,112 


Greek 


U88 


3?.h 


Italian 


2,836 


2,303 


Portuguese 


3U9 


206 


Spanish 


9,90U 


5,085 


Selected Asian lanf 


juages 




Chinese 




181 


Filipino 


377 


255 


Japanese 




hl$ 


Korean 


2h6 


117 


Other languages 


5,559 


li,602 



27li 
138 
IhQ 
':'42 
130 
3,883 



323 
llli 
95 
119 



626 



* 

81 

* 

937 



♦ 
* 

■»«• 

•R- 

I2h 



•«Less than an estimated 50,000 persons. 

Note*— In a limited number of cases, persons were reported in households in 
which non-English languages are spoken but it v/as not ascertained 
whether English is also spoken. 

Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 
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Insofar as the concept of languaf/e dominance is a quantifying 
concept, the comparison of proportions of persons in households in which 
particular non-Snglish lanf^ur-es are the usual lanrunn3S spolien, or in 
which English i,s not spcken at all, versus proportions in households 
in which the non-English languages are the second langua^^es suggest 
the relative dominance of the non-English languages for the persons 
in those households • Language dominance in households in which languages 
other than English are spoken is shown in Chart h on page 2U« It will 
be noted that 26 oercent of all perc>ons in these households live in 
households in vr * the non-English language is usually spoken and 
another 5 percent in households in which ilnglish is not spoken at all. 
However, the langua.ie groups vary widely in the proportion of ncn-Snglish 
language dominance • Two thirds of persons in households in which Chinese 
is spoken arc in households in which one of the Chinese languar,es is the 
usual language or in which English is not spoken. More than half the 
persons in households report-ing Korean are in households in which Korean 
is dominant • *orty-eight percent of persons in Spanish-speaking house- 
holds are in Spanish-dom? nant households. In contrast, c^mong persons in 
Ocrman-speaking households, all but 7 percent are in households in which 
English is dominant. 

Persona in households in which Spanish is usually spoken are by far 
the largest group, numbering mere than nine times the next largest group 
in non-English dominant householcic. Nearly 1*9 million of them are 
children aged U-l8, as shewn in Table 7 on page 19* 

There are 1.3 million persons estimated to be living in non- 
English speaking households, as shown in Table 10 on page 25« Three quar- 
ters of this group are in Spanish-speaking households < The persons in 
non-English-speaking households are predominantly older people— 75 
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Chart 4.'- LANGUAGE DOMINANCE IN HOUSEHOLDS TN WHICH LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH ARE SPOKEN: 
UNITED STATES, JULY 1975 

Proportion of persons aged four and older In bt' ♦ households In which 
English is usually spoken 

Proportion of persons aged four and older In bilingual households In which 
a non-Engllsh language is usually spoken 

P Proportion of persons aged four and older in households in which English Is 
not spoken 
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69S 



26X 



5Z 



87Z 



93Z 



12Z ^ 62 

# tr^ IZ 



66Z 



30% 



3Z EI 



81Z 



16Z 



3Z 



59Z 



37Z 



4Z 



51Z 



! / 

I 



39Z 



9% 



Total persons French German Greek Italian Portu- Span 



60% 



ex 



/A 

'/ 
/, 



t 



68Z 



30Z 



79% 



18% 



3% 



48% 



48% 



83% 



15% 



n«2 , 336 gucf a 
n-349 



n=9,904 n-534 n-377 



aged fo'or and n-2,259 n=2,269 n=488 
older in housa* 
holds >«ith non«* 

English languages Non-English household language (numbers In thousands) 

^Lesa than 1^0 percent. 



Ish Chinese Filipino Japanese Korean Other 



2% 



n^524 n>246 languages 
n=5,559 



N07S,— Ferc«n»; detaii nby not add to lOO.O because of rounding. 



Table lOr-EstiTnated numberSof persons aged four and older in households in 
which only Spanish or another language other than English is 

United States, July 1975. 



spoken^ by age group: 



Age group 



Total, non- 
English- 
speaking households 



Spanish- 
speaking 
households 



Other non- 
English speak 
ing household 



persons (1,000's) 


1,256 


937 


319 


4-5 


77 


72 


* 


Total, 6-18 


222 


183 


* 


6-13 


149 


127 


* 


14-18 


73 


57 




19-25 


192 


156 


•k 


26-50 


438 


337 


101 


51+ 


327 


188 


139 



*L2ss than an estimated 50,000 persons 

NOTE, — Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding* 

percent aged twenty-six and older in the group excluding Spanish, and 
56 percent twenty-six and older in the Spanish-speaking households • 
Twenty-percent of the persons in households in which Spanish is usually 
spoken and English is not spoken are estimated to be children U-13, 
and they constitute 85 percent of all the children in non-English- 
speaking households • 
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USUAL ItroiVIDUAL UiiGUAGE 

The second 5roup characteri-/od by lan,;ur ,e in the lc;;ic-iative 
deficition of those among whom the lin. ted-Jn^lxsh-speakin^j pvrcons 
will be found is the group "whose native language is a language other 
than English," Native language does not mean mother tongue in the 
legislative definition. It means, for adults, the language they ncr- 
. mally use, i.e., their usual lancna:e. It means, for chixGren, the 
language normally used by their parents. To gather data for this g.oup. 

Survey of Lan.'ucpes contained tv;o qu sticns. For all per; ons four 
y . s of age and older in households in wnich non-English lan^-uages are 
spoken, information was gathered on the language usally spoken and anjr 
other language spoken. It was learned that an estimated 6.5 inillion 
persons usually speak a non-English language, as shown in Tcble 11 on 
page 27. An esti a ted 1^.9 milUcn of these persons are bilingual. 
English is their second language. However, more than a million and a 
half of them do not speak English, Among persons who usui.lly speak 
English in households in which other lanr,ua. es are spoken, there are an 
estimated 12.2 milUon persons who speak other languages as their second 
languages. An estimated 5,6 million persons in households in vhich 
la;)guages other than English are spoken are monolingual in English, 
A summary of these data is contained in Table 12 on page 28, In addi- 
tion, data on speakers of languages other than English, by non-Iinglish 
langi'age, are displayed in Table 13 on page 29, 

The above figures from the daca in response to the individual 
language questions include more than a million children aged k-l} who 
were reported to speak languages other than English as their usual 
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Tablell. -Estimated : ,evsof persons aged four and older in households m which ncn-English l.ngaas« 

are spoken whose usual individual language is not English, by usual individual language 
and age group: United States. Tnlv iq7S j-uufcudge^ 



*Less th£in an estimated 50,000 persons 
NOTE. --Detail may not add to total shown because of roundin}-. 
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Usual individual language 




bv 




group 


(numbers in 


thousands) 










lotal 

















4-5 


6-18 


6-13 


14-18 


19-25 


26-50 


51 and over 




Total 
















Total per^oos ^'ith non-English 
usual Individual languages 


6,520 


275 


1,203 


771 


432 


691 


2,485 


1,866 


Selected European languages 


















French 

Greek 
Italian 
Portuguese 
Spanish 


270 
132 
124 
447 
110 
4,027 


if 
Vf 

-k 
vV 

222 


★ 

vV 
ic 
•k 
i< 
952 


k 
k 
k 
k 
k 

619 


k 
k 
k 
• * 

k 

333 


k 
k 
if 
if 
if 

499 


71 
* 

58 
131 

58 
1,603 


161 

67 
* 

268 
* 

750 


Selected Asian languages 


















Chinese 
Filipino 
Japanese 
Korean 


280 
112 
111 
90 


-k 

k 


k 
k 
k 
i( 


k 

k 
k 
k 


it 

it 
it 


if 
k 
k 
k 


110 
50 
51 

it 


79 

* , 

* 
* 


Other languages 


817 


k 


92 


58 


k 


11 


261 


373 


Persons whose specific usual 
individual language was not 
determined 


1,477 


if 


350 


206 


144 


249 


451 


381 
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Table 12.-- ESTIMATED NU>ffiERS OF PERSONS AGED FOUR AND OLDER SPEAKING 

ENGLISH AND OTHER LANa'AGES IN HOUSEHOLDS IN WHICH LANGUAGES 
OTHf:R THAN ENGLISH ARE SPOKEN IN THi: UNITED S TATi'S IN 
•• JULY 1975 



Estimated numter of monolingual English-speaking 

persons in households with other languages 5i 578,000 

Estimated number of persons speaking other languages 18, 719, CO 

Est ima ted number speaking only a language or 

languages other than English 1,622,000 

Estimated number bilingual with English 17,077,000 

Estimated nuryer usually speaking the other 

language 4,888,000 

Estimated number usually speaking English 12,189,000 



NOTE,-- In a limited number of cases, persons were reported to speak 
non-English languages but it was not ascertained if they also 
speak English. 



lancua-es. The following discussion of the indi^/idual langua^^e data 
concerns the data based on these actual responses • Howevor, follow- 
ing the legislative definition, data were rlso analyzed in which the 
usual language of heads of households with children I4-I3 was attri- 
buted to those children as an approximation of the language of their 
parents ♦ The estimate of 15*2 million persons meeting the legislative 
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Table 13.— Estimated nim.^er^of persons aged k and older who speak lancuages 
oth^r than ITn lis?: in hcccliolds v;hcre such Ian ji:-^ reckon, 
by uc'.al 1 ,.'^uare, bilm^.aalit/ and non-.,..,Jis;. l^n a .e spoken: 





1 ■ — 

Total persons who 
speak non-EngliSh 
languages in house- 
hol'J3 where such 
languages are 
spoken 


Bilingual persons 


Persons who 
do not speak 
" English 


Kon-'^n-li sh 

language 

spoken 


V/hose usual 
language 
is English 


Whose usual 
langu^ige ^ 
is not 
English 



Total (1,000' s) 18,719 



12,189 



Sel'Bc ^ Laropean lanjuasGS 




F/- . n 


1,U52 


1,132 


Ger.r^n 


1,369 


1,257 


Greek 


38U 


260 


Italian 


1,879 


1,U32 


Portuguese 


279 


169 


Spanish 


8,2U3 


li,212 


Selected Asian languages 




Chinese 


U75 ■ 


195 


7ilipino 


317 


205 


Jananer.e 


372 


261 


Korean 


182 


92 


Other languages 


3,7U3 


2,925 



U,888 


1,632 


233 




101 




113 




299 


1U8 


78 




2,93li 


1,093 


22U 


56 


99 




90 




75 




6h2 


17? 



*Less than an estimated 50,000 persons. 

Note.— In a limited amber of cases, persons were reported to speak languages 
other than English but it was not ascertained whether th^y also speak 
English. 

Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding^ 
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definition cited above on page 1 and displayed in Table i on pago 21 
includes an estimated quarter of a r.illion ch lc'ren to vlir- tho usual 
loncuace of the household head was attributed. These were children 
whose reported usual language was English. They would not otherwise 
have been counted in this total. 

Nearly one person in ten agod four and above in househol-^s 
vith non-nn^^lish langua-es in the Unit-d States speaks a lan;:jra:e other 
than English either in addition to or instead of English as shown in 
Table ll< on page ?1, accordinc to the July 1975 Survey of Lan -u :5es 
data. JLTiong those four to eighteen, relatively fewer speak otner 
langu-i-es but in the age group fifty-one and older 12 percent speak other 
lan-jua^es. Of those speaking non-English languages either as their 
usual or second language, the Spanish-speaking group is by far the 
largest, constituting hh percent, as shc.-n in Table 15 on page 32, 
The Spanish-speaking group is proportionately younger than groups with 
non-Spanish no-English languages. Thirty-five percent of Spanish 
speakers are children, aged li-l8, as conpared with only 12 percent of 
speakers of other non-English languages in this age group, Spanish 
speakers aged 26 and older are only 3lightly more than half their group, 
whereas nearly four fifths of persons in the other language groups are 
over twenty-five. In the second largest language group after Spanish— 
the Italian group with nearly two million speakers~86 percent are 
twenty-six and older. 

The July 1975 data on persons: who usually speak a language 
other than English contain an evi larger proportion of Spanish spea- 
kers to persons whoso u^ual language is another non-English language 



\ 



ERIC 



^ than the proportion c:, Spanish speakers in the Ata combining first and 



Tablel';.-- INCIDKNCE OF SPEAKERS OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH IN 
HOUSEHOLDS WITH SUCH LAXGUAGCS IN THE POPUI,ATION AGED 
FOUR AND OLDER IN IHE L-XITED STATES IN JL'LY 1975 



Percent of total 
Numbe r populat i on 



Total speakers of 
languages other than 

English 18,719,000 10 

Age 4-18 4,206,000 7 

Age 19-25 2,031,000 8 

Age 26-50 6,639,000 10 

Age 51+ 5,842,000 12 



second lancuages. Nearly two thirds of the porsons who usually speak 
a language other than English speak Spanish, 

As with the data on household languages, the data on indi\adual 
languages may be used to measure langu^-ge dominance in the population 
aged fo-ar and older. Among all persons aged four and older in households 
with other languages, approximately one third are non-English dominant. 
These include 9 percent who do not speak English at all. Among the 
language groups, an estimated 59 percent of Chinese speakers are Chinese 
dondhant, Korean -dominant Korea.; speakers and Spanish-doid.nant Spanish 
speakers are approximately half their groups. The Spanish, Qiinese and 
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Table Estimated number.-.of persons aged four and older who speak languages other than English 

JulJ 1975"^''^^ language or their second language^ by langmij-.c and age group: Unit^.J States; 

by selected ago group (nimibors in thousand s) 

Total — 

T . , , , ^-5 6-18 6-13 14-18 19-25 

Ipdividual language To t a 1 



>6-50 



Total persons 18,719 
Selected European languages 



508 



3,701 



2,226 1,474 



2,031 



6,639 



51 and over 



3,842 



French 


1,452 




196 


88 


German 


1,389 




127 


67 


Greek 


384 




71 




Italian 


1,879 


vV 


138 


71 


Portuguese 


279 


if 


53 




Spanish 


8,243 


372 


2,529 


1,577 


Selected Asian languages 










Chinese 


475 




88 




Filipino 


317 




93 


57 


Japanese 


372 




* 


^- 


Korean 


182 








Other languages 


3,748 




312 


179 


*Less than an estimated 


50,000 persons 






Note ♦--Detail may not 


add to total 


shown 


because of roundj 



108 

60 

67 
953 



1 J5 



213 
93 

115 

,139 



515 
512 
153 
574 
114 
3,010 



525 
646 
114 

1,037 
91 

1,192 



67 


192 


106 


* 


128 


63 


* 


172 


108- 


* 


94 




274 


1,177 


1 ,939 
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Portucuese groups have the largest proportions of non-Et.glish speakers 
with 13, 12 and 11 porcent re.<:pGctivcly. In contrast to tliGoo nronps, 
only 9 percent of Ger.T:.n speak^rc -ro reported to be Geraan domnant 
and only 2 percent, non-English speaking, according to these data. 
Chart 5 on page 3h displays these proportions by langa-f.e group. 

Of the 1,6 million persons who were reported to speak only 
inguages other tha.i English, more than a million, as sho-.:n in T.ble 16 
••elow, are Spanish speakxr.g. Nearly three-quarters of then are age 
t',;enty-six ana older. Eirhty-five percent of the persons 2pc.i::ing 
other laoguaces, exlusiye of Spanish, arc in the adult age rruuD, 
twenty-Six and older « 



Table l6.~Estir.iated nu.ter^of persons aged four and older ^ ^o spea>: 
onu.y Spanish or another language other than 
English, by age group: United States, July 1975 



Aqe qrouo 



Total, non-English" Spanish-speak- Other non- 
speakLn^J persons ing persons E!^glisb.-^:o.'ak- 
in^ '^?^Vv(?n3 



Total persons (1,000's) 
4-5 

Total, 6-18 
6-13 
14-18 
19-25 
26-50 
51-H 



1,632 


1,093 


533 


99 


91 


* 


121 


76 






* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


183 


156 




613 


427 


186 


616 


344 


272 
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*Lggs than an estimated 5'',000 pcrsors. 

NOTC«— Detail may not add to total ehowu because of roun^-ng. 
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Chart 5~ LANGUAGE DOMINANCE OF PERSONS AGED FOUR AND OLDER SPEAKING IJVNGUAGES OTHER TllAN ENGLTSII 



I . ■- 



65% 



26% 



9% 



IN HOUSEHOLDS WHERE SUCH L.VXUAGES APE SPOKEN: UNITED STATES, JULY 1975 
I Proportion t bilingual persons who usually ii,ieak English 
Y.jf Proportion of bilingual persons who usually sptak languages other than Enj-.lish 
1^ Proportion of persons \vho do not speak English 



i ! 



81% 



90% 



68% 



76% 



61% 



51% 



41% 



65% 



70% 



16% I 



16% 
3% 



■ 29% 

'^11 : ._3% 



28% 



• 11% 



36% 



A 7% 



31% 



8% 



13% 



12';? 



6% 



■31% 



.1% 



9% 



78% 



11' 



: 5% 



F.ench German Greek Italian Portuguese 



Cliinese Filipino Japanese Koi^'an Other 

languages 
n=3,748 
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Total 

persons n=l,A52 n=l,389 n=384 n=l,879 n-279 Spanish n---475 n=317 a=372 *i=]'^>2 

speaking pon- n=8,2A3 
English languages 

n«18,7l9 Non-English individual lan'»uage (numbers in thousands) 

c;r NOTE — F rc©nt detail n:.y not aid to lOO.O because of ro Nidlng* 
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FOREIGN- BORN PERSONS AND PERSONS BORN IN U.S. TERRITORIFS 
The third group of people v^o may have "difficulty speaking eind 
understanding instruction m the Ilr^iqlish I^mquaqo/' as s[x^cifiod m tho 
legislation, arc tJiose who vvcre not bom m the United States. To elicit 
information on this group the Sur^/ey of Languages contained a question with 
twelve specif ijc alternative places of birth, including three of the possible 
origins of 'Spanish- speaking people, Puerto Rico, Cuba and Mexico. On the 
basis of responses to this question which are displayed in table 1? on paqe 36 , 
it is estijTiated that there are 10,704,000 persons aged four and older in the 
Unite, ^ jtes, who were bom in a foreign country. Tlus figure niay be conparod 
with t:..- foreigh-bom total of 9.6 million for .^1 aqes fran the 1970 Decennial 
Census. Mong foreign places of birth in the Sur\'ey of Lancaiaccs data, Mexico 
accounts for nore than a million persons. Germany, Italy, and Cuba account for 
more than half a million each and the Philippines, Qiina and Japan for another 
quarter of a million or more each. Among foreign places of birth for children 
ages 4-18, Mexico and Gemany account for the largest numbers. 

According to the July 1975 Survey of Languages data, there arc 1 estimated 
877,000 persons aged four and older in continental United States who were bom 
in Puerto Rico and em additional 75,000 bom in other U.S. territories. More 
than 150,000 of the Puerto Ri can-bom are school-aged children, 4-18. 

Of the foreign-bom, an estimated 3.3 nullion persons aged four and older 
live in households in which the only language currently spoken is English. 
Among those ''n households in which other languages are spoken, nearly half 
were reported to speak English usually, as shown in Taljle 16 on paac 37- Spanish 
speaking persons constitute the largest groip of foreign- bom who usually speak 
a Icinguage ^^ther tlian English. They form nearly half of the non- English-speaking 
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Estimated numbetsof foreign-born perso.: ^nd persons boi*n in Puerto Rico and other U.S, tt^rritorles uged 
four and older, by place of birth ' 1 ai.^e group: United States, July 1975 



Place of birth 



y selected age group (numfn^ rs in thousands) 

t 19-25 26«50 



4-5 



Total 



Total 



Specific place of birth outside the 
United Statea not report'^d 

^ T*Lcss than an e5tir.ated ^0,000 perr;.-nc. 

NOT£*~Detail :aay not add to total cm:, a bocauso of roiindinj;. 



il atiJ over 



Total foreign-born persons, and 


















persons born in U.S. territories 


11,656 


]49 


] ,580 


888 




1,221 


'+,471 


^.,235 


Total foreign-born persons 


10,6UU 


13=; 


1 . 392 


773 


620 


1 ,01)1 


3.973 


A , 0/2 


Selected Western Hemisphere 


countries 
















Cuba 


500 


v,- 


92 


-v 






188 


1^9 


Mexico 


1 ,294 




236 


■ 135 


101 


207 


566 


2(.i 


Selected European countries 


















France 


127 






»v 










Germany 


974 




173 


83 


89 


100 


298~ 


383 


Greece 


180 




<v 


'■'< 






67 


76 


i ca ly 






56 








252 




Portugal 


, 153 






■>v 






63 




Selected Asian countries 


















China 


294 












138 




Japan 


241 












108 




Korea 


191 




55 




I 




85 




Philippines 


370 




86 


60 






168 


77 


Other Countries 


5,402 


52 


546 


308 


23M 


4<M 


1 ,997 


J , 3 1 ; 


Total persons born In U.S. teri:itories 952 




165 


98 


67 


r)7 


490 




Puerto Rico 


877 




147 


92 


55 




470 


107 


Other U.S. territory 


75 












v.- 
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Table l8. — r'»ti ited numbers of lt)reign-l)urn persons aged four and older in househoidj with languages other than 
i:ngU.J.i, by usual individual langu.ij;c' and age group: United States, July 1975 



Usual individual language 



by selected age group (numbers in thousands) 



Total 



18 



6 - 13 



14 - 18 



19 - 25 



26 - 50 51-h 



Total 



Total persons 7'f54 

English 3^)50 

Total, non- English languages 37'f2 

Seic ^ i European languages 

French 100 

German 70 

Greek 112 

Italian 403 

Portu.Uc'ic 103 

Spanish 1802 

Selected /.^ian lan^^ lages 

Chinese 21^0 

Filipino 110 

Japanese ^ 90 

Korean ^6 

Other lanr.uages 625 

Persons whose specific usual 

individual lan^^uage was not 

dL'termined ^)3 



88 



1009 
572 
434 



26S 



V: 



CI 



588 
238 



Vc 



142 



if 



^21 
225 
195 



122 



744 
323 
410 



256 



61 



3004 
1357 
1633 



ie 
53 

122 
58 
850 



103 

50 

226 



2612 
1355 
1223 



246 
408 



76 
270 



'.ess ti^an ;i esiinatcd 50,000 persons 

NOT^*— retail may not add to totvil shown because of round Lng« 
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persons in households with languages other than English, as shown in chart 6 on 

page 39 . However, Spanish-doninant foreiqh-bom persons those ustially 

sp.a:<ing Sp^ini::'li— constitute lo<J5 than half of U^e pcTson.. uho U5.ually 
spjL>: Spanish in housc'l:olds v;itli Icuiguagc^s oUior than nig]ish, 'Iliis is in 
contrast with all other language groups studied except French, Non-Eriglish- 
languaga dominance appears to correlate highly with foreigh place of birth, 
especially for speakers of Filipino languages, Korean, Portuguese, Greek 
and Italian, 90 percent or more of whoTi are foreigh bom. Proportions of 
foreign bom among persons who usually jpeak languages other than English are 
sha.n in Chairt 7 on pagG l;v.J. 




chalet 6,— .U5:ual individu^.l lan:;aa;;:p5 of f orei^^n-bcrn 
persons in ho'is^^holds in which n^n-Sn^;lish 
«.an[;aa[;oG are spoken 




Enf;lish 



Italian 





















\\\ 







Chinese 3^ 

.Greek 21 
French 1 ^ 
German 1 l 
Porta ,a^se li 
Filipino lo 
Japanese 1j 

•Kore-^.n 1!^ 



Othrr lan.va-:., es 
Individual lan:u-i;e not ascertained 
1/^ 



Note.— P'l^T cent detail does not add to 100.0 because of rounding, 
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Chart 7.-- -PROPORTION OF NON-ENGLISH-DOMINANT PERSONS AGED FOUR AND OLDER IN HOUSEHOLDS IN WHICH 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLlbU ARE SPOKEN WHO ARE FOREIGN BORN: U^;ITED STATES, JULY 1975 



90% 



90% 



94% 



98% 



96% 



57% 



37% 



Total, non- French 
English-domi- n=270 
nant persons 
n=6,520 



53 % 



Geiuian 
n=132 



45% 



I I 



Greek Italian Portuguese 
n=124 n=447 n=110 



73% 



81% 



Chinese Filipino Japanese Korean 
Spanish n=280 n=112 n=lll n=90 
n=4,02 7 



Non-English usual individual language (numbers in thousands) 



ho 
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APPENDIX I.-- Legislative mandate and definitions 

Bilingual Education Act, Title VII, Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by P.L. 93-380 



nsod in tin- 1 uli» : 

(1) Tlu*. (cnu **linutc(l rjii:li-'i-=i"<:ikinf: :ibil:ty." whvn iisod with 
I'cforenco to .m iu(li \ mIimI. inr u.-- 

(A) in(li\idu;iN who wrir ] i^\ \n)vn in rnitrti States oi 
%vlio'-.o nnti\o I'ln-ii.JiT w U]r^\n'j.v nthci iMii' iMi-ji-h. .nnl 
(15) iiuln idiiMl- v.iio mmi r ri'Viio: i .n!- wImu* .i l.ui 

olluM- than Fp-!,-}i i-. dn-.;:!, uii. nv fj-rln i di i'l 1 h\ iljt 
Connni^-ioMor In i 'il.Uioj^- : 
niul h\ n-.i-oi- il'r:\-..i Im\,'.1 , w ikr. !'-i-t,ii'.liM' 

illStl UClioii ]]] the l-;;"-] 1 (i.o;; 

iiulu idiia! ul" liiniird I'. ..P-M .. r . . - ■ > - ^ I ' c l.tn- d-' 

nor mail \ iivo.] l.\ i :•.! ^ . i m r ,f , . ihr hJ 

^niaiit' noiiiiaII\ um i 1», l \i' | • r . ' ; - of t ! r i-li j. [. 



Sec. 731 

(c) 'J'ho Connni-MMi,, i . In < o;.^ .'t ii mj- v. 'i b i ■ ( 'miummI. -h di i-rr- 
paiv and. not hifn th in Xoxcr'..^ - I of 1'^^ I'^TT. - Ii iM -m'^mjI 

to UU' r,)!^_;l rs-^ ainl I h.* Tl ^-^id, ; T ' i .11. t ii- ■ n' * I 1()1m»|' it, I Mini 1 1 

oduoation m tht* X.\P(>:: -iMd lh< imiiu'M ! ,i( . \/' <.jM.| itinij lii^ 
tirli^ and of of 1 in i u o-i am- jni- ; , , ^o-i- oi In,"!, ,! djnn 
jd)dit\. Sm li U'jMat -hall Ind 

(1) a national a--i --incni <iMi.ridti.MtM" d •H■^■d-^ oi' -M i ni 
and otlirr |UM-.>iiv \mi1i iinuird ri.-h-^n vp. ,1 i.m .,!,dM\ i-d nf 
thiM'xliatt to w hit li vin-li ji,. 1, liiM ,,,, t lA'd-M d. Matr. 

and local (dloii-. m, ludiii- i \ ) nnt I \\r\ i!, pi ,\\\\\ I. I'aV;^ tin' 

tho SlaK-d 



< S<'rHo'i .*»01 n of r I '^'^ T^ii) pro\ia.'«, 
"(4) Thr NMIntiil (\nl.'i j^r I'll.t, itn-m 
by «i'{'hon 7?,1 (c) ( ! ) f \ ) of llllf \Ji of th,- 



fi>II*u\ 

1 'Ii'iiU'ra.Tr> .jnd S-'i imhI I (Jur.illoti \t 1 of 
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APPENDIX II. --Survey of '.anguages questions in the Current Population 
Survey, July 1975; questionnaire and control card 



1 tHTERv"E»£»CHECJ( iTEm 
T»".fl 'ot^r ttc CPS * 



S 30 7i 



2 SWLc J JCsUj. N^uaE-J 



ft' ttt^ )timt 2 i. 



1 f i 



i TYPE OF LIVING QUARTERS 

HOjSiMCUMiT I 

Homm, apartrT(«»>f, fig* 
HU in nentrartti«A« Soifl mo*«i, tie. 
HU. p«m«r«nf )' tr««titnt Sottl, irDr*!, trc. 

Moe.'t Sir>« or tfo,,»f 

/ 




Um "»>anr'>t 

T«ni tilt or no<lt' t>(t , 
Ct^«r «W3I HU rCI«««rUt kt«#w; 



$. UNO 



' NO 



I 



B J 



NOsiNT£RV|FW 



RACE OF 
HCaO 



TvP£ B 



Vocan" • Woijt 0* S'hia f^^i^wrt 
Tfnc OCC bf ptrior>» •If*' Uf'S 

Uifit Of to t* d«nolt»>»*i 

>jr^Kf eJr>»M\PCtiOf». TP' ft«v 

to tA*»i^#l» or »t;'» t 

Occ ty Af*fl Fafct 

l>OCCJp.*d "trtl irt or If0"»f ittt 

C0rt»T-i^i,3r TO* »tort*d 



□ 



Houtt w rrdiltr 
Condorrt«d 

6w.lt dttr A^,t 1 ]973 



9 C *«r»t» 



■0* t , 

!t-iT.\ 



^rurtn^fl or f 

W>rt«ft only • 



)4 l<lt(r«l««(« C*^*** 

St«»!t ca^t 

♦ 4 : 

• C 



35 Uf«f«it*f«f C^tcb Ittm 

rc««»^cw i/ tr <2> 
• Ccdt 3 ■ or C" 

t Apy c«''C i-Vt 



Mil 



Dvnng lh« etti 12 <««nTSt, 4.4 tt (t «• 
irtm Alt #ltCt twitM m I* tl.COO •« f^rt^ 



It Ittit H«vt(tol<' V^iMJ*^**^ 



F't«c>« 
Perti.qu*»t 



Nevcio 
C^-^tst 

Q F.t,»>^ 

Jxontit 



It O'^r 0"^*' 'onffvA^t tsekd ty >Ht ^M^lt Ii«t 
<n rt«tt lft«titt«14 'tr*'t •^if "* 

Q 



♦4o o"»f '©"iju^jt 














C^'^tt 






Or*-. 


JoT'^'ett 






Por'wM** 









/C* If Jt tt f»n« Si 



}4)r«Crtt<C3t 



Ptr'td 



COOCR NU-eER 



ABCOeFCHiKL** 



nil 
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- - ''■i - aC' '-^ J ^-z. 

. . 


ftf^l Mil 




)♦ (n w«f 0>«ch 

CX« » .r : - rc tfO "•**< 15 tot 












Fii pino Q Kortvi 












''fl Mil 47; 
S- r^4.^ 1* ««; 


41 •!! • lanfuof* brt>tf iKvv £nf<<fth vwc'ly «»o4«a in . . 't Some 
«ls«r . w«S • shit/* 

••s ,<»•<:. 



'••h in Wit 1C^9«^' 
Yti 



S4 in fhci tannest 
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APPeroiX III, .Survey met±kodology 

Preparcxi by Victoria Kojcsich, kCTS 

Purpose and Content of the Current Population S urvey 
All estimates in this report are derived from data collectea 
by the Bureau of the Census through a special language supplemant 
added by the NCLS to the July, 1975 Current Population Survey (CPb) . 
The CPS is a household survey conducted iranthly by the Bureau of the 
Census prLriarily to obtain national estimates of the labor force 
status of the population of the United States. In addition, data 
are also collected on a number of demographic and social characteris- 
tics of the population including occipation, employment status, work 
experience, educational attainment, ij^come, age, sex and race. 
Sanple design 

The CPS is a sanple of housing units or households. About 47,000 
households were eligible for potential interviews in July 1975. 
Ihese households, in the fifty states and the Dist_ict ot Columbia, 
were chosen frcm a sanpling f^-ame of 461 primary sanpling units 
(PSU's). Initially, 1931 PSU's were forn^ fran single counties 
and groups of adjacent counties throughout the United States. Seme 
of the larger PSU'swer? treated as unique or self -representing areas. 
The remaining PSU's were grouped into strata of areas with similar 
characteristics such as population de-nsity, principal industry, 
number of farms, and retail sales per capita, etc. PSU's were grouped 
into a total of 376 strata. All strata consisting of a single PSU 
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were included in the sanple. One psu was selected frcm half tlie 
strata containing more than one PSU, aj d two ?SU's were selected frcm 
the r,=inaining strata.. Since PSU's were sarpled with replaccniGnt, some 
PSU's were selected ,nore than once, resultina in a total of 461 PSU's. Within 
each PSU, enmieration di.-tricts consisting of approximately 300 house- 
holds were selected with probability of selection proportionate to population 
size; within each enumeration district, a conpact cluster of four hous.Gholds 
vere chosen. Different sample procedures were followed in rural areas and 
in areas with new construction. 
Data Collection Proc edures 

The da^a are collected by trained interviewers who are sent to 
designated nousing units to take interviews. In each of the sampled 
households, a ten :o-fifteen minute interview v;as conducted with any 
responsible adult household member who happened to be at hone at the 
time. This household member was responsible for providing infonra- 
tion about tonself and every other adult household merrfcer fourteen 
years of age ai^d older, and about eaci. child four to thirteen years 
•of age living in the household. Only the questions in the lanauage 
supplement were asked about each child; both the requlc-r CPS guestio.s 
and language questions were asked about each adult. The language sup- 
plement is shown in its entirety in Appendix II on page hZ . 
Estimation Procedures 

The estimating procedure used in this survey involved the inf latK n 
of the weighted sample results to independent estimates of the civi- 
lian non-institutional population c .- the United States by age, race and 
sex. -niese independent estijtates were based on statistics fnxn the 
1^70 Census of Population; statistics of births, deaths, imigra- 
^ tion and emigration; and statistics on the strength of the Armc^ Torces. 
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No nror. { X)nsc 

Approxiimtcly 2,000 households or 5 percent of the 47,000 
households eligible to be interviewed either refused to pax^icipate 
in the survey or v;ere not at hcx^. Of the 45,000 households 
interviewed for tl^e regular CPS, about 3,000 households or 6.7 percent 
either refused to iinr or were not asked the language suppleinent 
questions. A small sanple of these 3,000 households taken, 
which indicated that rrany of these cases v;ere telephone intervie^vs 
conducted with the elderly. Response rates varied for individuals 
questions on the lamguage suppleinent. Missing values were irputed 
or predicted frcm information supplied in other items only in the 
edit process and only to a limited extent. 
Variability of Estiinates 

The estimates in this report are subject to both sanpling ai\6 
nonsanpling errors. Tables A and B show the standard errors for 
tJiese estimates. They include sanpling errors as well as part of 
the effects of nonsampling errors* They do not include any effects 
due to systematic nonsanpling errors; consequently, the total 
error my be larger than stated. The standard errors shown are 
generalized estimates of variability which were ccnputed for the 
language supplement items as a v*iole, rather than for individual 
items. 
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TABLE III-A--StancLirci I^rrorsoi" Hstim.itucl Ni.n;!.ct.s of Porson<. 





(66 chnnces out of ""OO^ 


c>ize ot 
estimate 


Stc"^ndard 
error 


Coefficient of 
Variation (CVW 


Size of 
estimate 


SlanJ -rd 
error 


Coef L iciv^i 
Variation 


25,000 
50,000 
100,0^0 
250,000 
500, uCO 


13,000 
20,000 
29,000 
49,000 
70,000 


52 
40 
29 
20 
14 


i , UUO , 000 
2,500,000 
5,000,000 
10,000,000 
25,000,000 
50,000,000 


102 ,r)(}0 
16'f,000 
2 2 000 
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6 
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percentage 
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TABLE III-B. -- Standard 



50 



6.2 
9.6 
13.2 
19.1 
21.0 
22.0 



100 



4.4 
6.8 
9.4 
13.5. 
14.9 
15.6 



250 



2.8 
4.3 
5.9 
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9.4 
9.9 



.rrors of listimaLfd Pcrcfnt ar,.-; of Persons 
(68 chances out c£ 100) 



Base of percentap.e C thousands) 
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^Rounded to the nearest whole do 
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